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PHOTO ACTIVITY: DECONSTRUCTING THE FAMILIAR 

German customs offi cials supervise the packing of a moving van containing the belongings of a Jewish family preparing to emigrate. Part of the offi cials’ job was to 
prevent the smuggling of valuables that law prohibited Jews from taking with them. Bielefeld, Germany, 1936. Stadtarchiv Bielefeld
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PHOTO ACTIVITY: DECONSTRUCTING THE FAMILIAR 

A member of the Lithuanian auxiliary police auctions off property of Jews who were recently executed in the nearby Rase Forest. Lithuania, July–August 1941.  
US Holocaust Memorial Museum, courtesy of Saulius Berzinis
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PHOTO ACTIVITY: DECONSTRUCTING THE FAMILIAR 

A police offi cial distributes Jewish badges after German occupation orders require 
Jews residing in the northern occupied zone of France to wear badges. Paris, 1942. 
Nationaal Archief/Spaarnestad Photo/Cl. Aveline
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PHOTO ACTIVITY: DECONSTRUCTING THE FAMILIAR 

SS offi cers and female assistants at an SS resort 18 miles from Auschwitz. July 1944. Many of those depicted were involved in processing the Jewish deportees who 
arrived at Auschwitz from Hungary in summer 1944. US Holocaust Memorial Museum
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PHOTO ACTIVITY: DECONSTRUCTING THE FAMILIAR 

An anti-Jewish banner hangs over a busy, commercial street in Treptow, Germany. The banner reads: “The Jews are our misfortune.” Stadtarchiv Nürnberg, Stürmer 
Archiv, E39 Nr.2261/4
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PHOTO ACTIVITY: DECONSTRUCTING THE FAMILIAR 

Jews from an area of Greece recently occupied by Bulgaria, an ally of Nazi Germany, register with Bulgarian offi cials for deportation to the Treblinka killing center.  
Lom, Bulgaria, March 1943. Photographic Archive of the Jewish Museum of Greece
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PHOTO ACTIVITY: DECONSTRUCTING THE FAMILIAR 
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PHOTO ACTIVITY: DECONSTRUCTING THE FAMILIAR 

Uniformed Gestapo offi cials load Jews onto trucks for deportation in full view of many onlookers. Kerpen, Germany, 1942. Stadtarchiv Kerpen
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photograph 1 2 3 4 5 6 7

Where was 
the photo 

taken?

people 
and ac-

tions
Who is  
in the  
photo  

and what  
are they 
doing?

possib

What might 
explain why 
the people 
are doing 
what they  
are doing?

photo activity: deconstructing the Familiar 

possible  
motivations  

and pressures
(non-victims)

people and  
actions

(non-victims)

setting

Fill in the chart as each group reports on what they learned about their photograph. 
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photo Activity: Deconstructing the FAmiliAr 

How many people are in the photograph? How many men and women? Are they young or old?

 

Describe and differentiate the people by the clothing worn.

 

On the most general level, what is the setting or location?  Where was the photograph taken (e.g., outside, on the street, inside, etc.)? 

Describe, if possible, the relationship between the individuals, or groups of individuals, in the photograph.   

If objects are a central focus of the photograph, list them and describe the relationship between the objects and the individuals.

Based on your observations, what do you think is happening in the photograph? Write a caption for the photograph.

Divide into groups of two or three. Each group should have one photograph. Examine the photograph and answer the questions in Section 1. 

section 1  

When you have completed Section 1, wait for the next set of instructions before moving on to Section 2.
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100 raoul Wallenberg place, sW  Washington, Dc 20024-2126  ushmm.org

    section 2

     Complete Section 2 after receiving and reading the caption for the photograph. Discuss and record your answers to the following questions.   
     These questions focus on the non-Jewish individuals present in the photographs.

    

    Explain your choice:

    Knowing what you now know about the photograph … 
How would you label the individuals present in the photograph: helpers, Nazi helpers, willing helpers, unwilling helpers,  
a combination of these, or none of these? Explain your answer and the reasons you used in making it.

In order for the Holocaust to have happened, how necessary was the action taking place in the photograph? If more than  
one behavior is occurring, rate each action separately.

 What might be the motivations of, or the pressures on, the individuals for their actions?  
 List as many as you think might explain their actions.

 What additional questions does this photograph raise?

 1  3                     5  7            10    
(Not at all necessary)              (Neutral)         (Absolutely necessary)
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Lesson Plan 

Some were Neighbors Activity  

Photo Activity 

Rationale 

Looking at the events of the Holocaust through the theme of collaboration and complicity 

provides educators with a unique understanding of why and how the Holocaust occurred. 

 

Overview 

This photo activity has students examine photographs from the Holocaust which may or may not 

be familiar to them. By examining the photographs, first without a caption and then with a 

caption, students see the behaviors of ordinary individuals and think about the pressures and 

motives that might have shaped the behaviors. 

 

Grade Level 

7–12 

 

Learning Outcomes 

Holocaust: 

 

1. Nazi leaders needed and found a broad range of helpers. 

2. The range of behaviors and actions necessary to carry out the Holocaust is much more 

extensive than previously realized or understood (genocide doesn’t just happen on its own); help 

ranged from active participation to passive complicity. 

3. Seemingly “innocent” actions, professional duties, and other seemingly inconspicuous acts 

had consequences even if the participants were “just doing their job” or “simply minding their 

own business.” 

4. Knowledge of Nazi persecution of Jews was well-known if not always understood throughout 

Nazi-occupied Europe. 

 

CCSSS:(http://www.cpalms.org/Public/) 

 

<Reading for Informational Text> 

LACC.910.RI.3.7: Analyze various accounts of a subject told in different mediums (e.g., a 

person’s life story in both print and multimedia), determining which details are emphasized in 

each account. 

LACC.910.RI.3.8: Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing 

whether the reasoning is valid and the evidence is relevant and sufficient; identify false 

statements and fallacious reasoning. 

 

<Reading: Literacy in History/Social Studies 6-12> 

LACC.910.RH.1.1: Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary 

sources, attending to such features as the date and origin of the information. 

LACC.910.RH.1.2: Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; 

provide an accurate summary of how key events or ideas develop over the course of the text. 

LACC.910.RH.1.3: Analyze in detail a series of events described in a text; determine whether 

earlier events caused later ones or simply preceded them. 

Writing: Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science, and Technical Studies  
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<Writing> 

LACC.910.WHST.2.6: Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish, and update 

individual or shared writing products, taking advantage of technology’s capacity to link to other 

information and to display information flexibly and dynamically. 

 

<Speaking and Listening> 

LACC.910.SL.2.4: Present information, findings, and supporting evidence clearly, concisely, 

and logically such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the organization, 

development, substance, and style are appropriate to purpose, audience, and task. 

LACC.910.SL.2.5: Make strategic use of digital media (e.g., textual, graphical, audio, visual, and 

interactive elements) in presentations to enhance understanding of findings, reasoning, and 

evidence and to add interest. 

 

 

Instructions for Educators 

 

1. Divide the students into groups of two or three. 

 

2. Each group receives a worksheet and one photograph without a caption. (Note, there are seven 

different photographs. Several of the groups, depending on class size, will be examining the 

same photograph, but that is not a problem). 

 

3. Students examine the photograph (without the caption) and answer the questions in Section 1 

on the worksheet. (5 minutes) 

 

4. When finished, hand out the same photograph to each group but this time with the caption and 

have the students read the caption and answer the questions in Section 2 on the reverse side of 

the worksheet. (12–15 minutes) 

 

5. Bring the students back together as one large group. Distribute the photo activity chart to each 

student. 

 

6. Have each of the group report out on their photograph with particular emphasis to sharing 

their answers to the questions in Section 2. As they do, each student should fill in the 

corresponding boxes on the chart for that particular photograph. 

 

7. Many educators find it helpful to project the photographs on a large screen for all to see since 

not all of the groups will have seen or examined all the images. View and download the seven 

photographs from the Image Gallery. 

 

8. When the activity is complete, students will have seven examples of ordinary men and women 

contributing, in often-times ordinary ways, to Nazi Germany’s persecution and eventual 

annihilation of Europe’s Jews. The seven pictures when seen together offer students a unique 

understanding of how and why the Holocaust occurred. 

 

9.  Select an image and share their reflections or view other people’s comments online at Some 

were Neighbors online exhibition at www.ushmm.org  
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Collaboration & Complicity in the Holocaust 

Resource 

Book Tittles 

1. Ordinary Men by Christopher Browning 

2. Children and Fire by Ursula Hegi 

3. A Small Town Near Auschwitz by Mary Fulbrook 

4. The Diary of Samuel Golfard and the Holocaust in Galicia, Wendy Lower 

5. Neighbors by Jan Grosz 

6. Collaboration with the Nazis: Public Discourse after the Holocaust (Routledge Jewish 

Studies Series) by Roni Stauber (2010) 

7. Collaboration in the Holocaust: Crimes of the Local Police in Belorussia and Ukraine, 

1941-44 (Palgrave Macmillan) by Martin Dean (2000) 

Additional Electronic Resources for Teaching about the Holocaust 

1. United State Holocaust Memorial Museum (www.ushmm.org) 

2. FAU Center for the Holocaust and Human Rights (CHHRE)   

3. Echoes and Reflections (http://www.echoesandreflections.org/) 

4. Facing History and Ourselves (http://www.facinghistory.org/) 

5. The Holocaust Studies, Multicultural Department of PBSD  
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Collaboration & Complicity in the Holocaust  
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Collaboration & Complicity in the Holocaust  
 

 

Jews at killing site. Wednesday, August 27, 1941 - Thursday, August 28, 1941 Kamenets-Podolsk, [Ukraine; Podolia] USSR. USHMM 
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Jews at the killing site outside of Kamenets-

Podolsk 

Gyula Spitz, a Hungarian Jew from Budapest, 

was a cab driver in a suburb of the city prior to 

his conscription into the Hungarian army. For 

reasons unknown to him, Spitz was not forced 

into the Hungarian labor service, as were most 

Jews, but rather assigned to a regular army 

unit. He served as a driver from 1940 to 1942 

and was responsible for transporting valuables, 

including furs, pianos, and paintings plundered 

from occupied territory by Hungarian officers. 

In return, Spitz was allowed to take home 

some items for his family. During his military service, Spitz was stationed in Kamenets-Podolsk, 

where he witnessed the mass killing of Jews by SS, Hungarian, and German military 

personnel on August 27-28, 1941. Spitz was eventually arrested by the Germans, despite his 

status as an Hungarian soldier, and was sent to Mauthausen where he perished.  

In the summer of 1941 thousands of foreign and undocumented Jews living in the eastern 

Carpathians were targeted for expulsion by the Hungarian National Central Alien Control 

Office. In July and August approximately 20,000 of these Jews were rounded-up by 

Hungarian units and deported over the Ukrainian border into the waiting hands of the SS. 

After being transported to Kolomyia, these Jews were marched in columns to Kamenets-

Podolsk. German authorities in the area found themselves unprepared to deal with the influx of 

Jews. Temporary holding areas for the Jews were established in the vicinity of Kamenets-

Podolsk, but these were insufficient and SS and military authorities scrambled for a 

comprehensive solution. A meeting was therefore convened on 25 August 1941 at the 

headquarters of General Quartermaster Major Wagner in Vinnitsa during which SS-

Obergruppenfuehrer Friedrich Jeckeln, the Higher SS and Police Leader for the Southern Front, 

promised that the issue would be handled by September 1. Two days after the meeting in 

Vinnitsa, on August 27, SS units, military police, Ukrainian auxiliaries and Hungarian 

troops, gathered in Kamenets-Podolsk. They collected the Jewish deportees, along with 

local Jews, and marched them to a point ten miles outside of the city. There, over a two-day 

period, the prisoners were machine-gunned into mass graves prepared from shell-craters 

created during the German invasion of the USSR. In his post-action report, Jeckeln placed the 

total number of those shot at 23,600, the first five-figure massacre of Jews to take place on 

the Eastern Front. 

USHMM. “Jews at the killing site outside of Kamenets-Podolsk.”Photo Archives. 

http://digitalassets.ushmm.org/photoarchives/detail.aspx?id=1090889. 11/15/2014. 

Jews at the killing site outside of Kamenets-Podolsk. USHMM Photo Archives #28217. Courtesy 

of Ivan Sved Copyright of USHMM 
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Collaboration & Complicity in the Holocaust in Night 

Role: Hungarian Police 

“Crammed into cattle cars by the Hungarian police, they cried silently.” (P6) 

“The same day, the Hungarian police burst into every Jewish home in town: a Jew was 

henceforth forbidden to own gold, jewelry, or any valuables.  Everything had to be handed over 

the authorities, under penalty of death.” (P10) 

“Hungarian police had entered the ghetto and were yelling in the street nearby. ‘All Jews, 

outside! Hurry!’ ” (P16) 

“The Hungarian police used their rifle butts, their clubs to indiscriminately strike old men and 

women, children and cripples.”  (P16) 

“Policemen wielding clubs were shouting: ‘All Jews outside!’” (P18) 

“‘Faster! Faster! Move, you lazy good –for-nothings!’ the Hungarian police were screaming.” 

(P19) 

“The Hungarian police made us climb into the cars, eighty persons in each one.  They handed us 

come bread, a few pails of water.” (P22) 

Role: German Laborers 

“German labors were going to work.  They would stop and look at us without surprise.  One day 

when we had come to a stop, a worker took a piece of bread out of his bag and threw it into a 

wagon.  There was a stampede.  Dozens of starving men fought desperately over a few crumbs.  

The worker watched the spectacle with great interest.” (P100) 

“A crowd of workmen and curious passerby had formed all along the train.  They had 

undoubtedly never seen a train with this kind of cargo.  Soon, pieces of bread were falling into 

the wagons from all sides.  And the spectators observed these emaciated creatures ready to kill 

for a crust of bread.” (P101) 

Event: the Galician forest near Kolomay 

“One day, as I was about to enter the synagogue, I saw Moishe the Beadle sitting on a bench 

near the entrance.  He told me what had happened to him and his companions.  The train with 

the deportees and crossed the Hungarian border and, once in Polish territory, had been taken 

over by the Gestapo.  The train had stopped.  The Jews were ordered to get off and onto waiting 

trucks.  The trucks headed toward a forest.  There everybody was ordered to get out.  They were 

forced to dig huge trenches.  When they had finished their work, the men from the Gestapo 

began theirs.  Without passion or haste, they shot their prisoners, who were forced to approach 

the trench one by one and offer their necks.  Infants were tossed into the air and used as targets 

for the machine guns.  This took place in the Galician forest near Kolomay.  How had he, Moishe 

the Beadle, been able to escape? By a miracle.  He was wounded in the leg and left for dead…”  

(P6) 
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The Szeparowce Forest, Kolomyja 

“On October 11, 1941, massive arrests were conducted according to lists prepared by the 

Ukrainians….They were taken first to the prison and later by truck on the Szeparowce Forest, 8 

km from Kolomyja where were shot.  The Great Synagogue of Kolomyja was also burned down 

during this Aktion.” (p792) 

“On Thursday, November 6, 1941, under the pretext of looking for collaborators with the Soviets, 

the German forces led by Leideritz, assisted by Judenreferent (Jewish Affairs Officer) at the 

Gestapo,…He ordered the naked Jews to lie on the ground with their heads over the edge of the 

ditch they had just dug, and with an axe, he started to chop off their heads.  Ebersold ordered 

him to stop, and the rest of the victims were killed by shooting.” (p792)  

“On the same day, December 23, 1941, all Jews with foreign passports had  to come to the 

Gestapo building to register….The next day these 1200 Jews were murdered in the Szeparowce 

Forest.  Only a few Jews were released and later taken to Lwow.” (p792) 

Dean, Martin. Kolomyja. Encyclopedia of Camps and Ghettos, 1933-1945. Volume II Ghettos in German-

occupied Eastern Europe Part A: USHMM  

 

Gwozdziec Miasto, Kolomyja County, Stanislawow District Poland LAT. - 48.58333   LONG. - 25.28333, 

Gwozdziec Stary Area, forest, Gwozdziec Misto 

Online Guide of Murder Sites of Jews in the Former USSR. Yad Vashem. 

http://www.yadvashem.org/yv/en/about/institute/killing_sites_catalog_details_full.asp?region=Stanisla

wow 
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Chiune Sugihara 

Resource 

1. Chiune (Sempo) Sugihara, The Righteous Among the Nations, Yad Vashem

http://www.yadvashem.org/yv/en/righteous/stories/sugihara.asp 

2. Chiune (Sempo) Sugihara, Lesson Plan, Yad Vashem

http://www.yadvashem.org/yv/en/education/lesson_plans/sugihara.asp 

3. Chiune (Sempo) Sugihara, USHMM

http://www.ushmm.org/wlc/en/article.php?ModuleId=10005594 

4. Sugihara Conspiracy of Kindness, PBS

http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/sugihara/ 

5. Chiune Sugihara, Facing History and Ourselves

https://www.facinghistory.org/rescuers/chiune-sugihara 

6. Visas for Life Foundation

http://www.visasforlife.org/ 

7. Sugihara House, Kaunas, Lithuania

http://www.vdu.lt/en/welcome/vmu-art-spaces-and-museums/sugihara-house/ 

8. Port of Humanity Tsuruga Museum

http://www.tmo-tsuruga.com/kk-museum/index_e.html 
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2015 Holocaust & Jewish Resistance Teachers' Program 
July 1-July 14, 2015 

A Summer Study Program in Poland and Germany  
for Secondary and Pre-Service Educators 

PROGRAM 
The group will then travel to Germany and Poland. The itinerary for the trip includes visits to the following: 

 Bergen-Belsen Memorial Museum 
 Wannsee Villa in Berlin 
 Olympic Stadium 
 Track 17  
 Memorial to the Murdered Jews 

 Topography of Terror 
 Book Burning Memorial 
 State Museum Auschwitz-Birkenau 

 Sites of Jewish heritage in Krakow 
 Museum of Wartime Krakow 
 Galicia Museum of Krakow 
 Belzec Memorial and Museum 
 Jewish heritage of Lublin 

 Memorial at Treblinka 
 Museum of the History of Polish Jews 
 Ghetto walk

 
The goals of the program are: 

To advance education in U.S. secondary schools about the Holocaust and Jewish Resistance 
To deepen teachers' knowledge and strengthen their ability to implement Holocaust studies in their classrooms 
To teach each new generation about the Holocaust and Jewish resistance, so that they will know, understand, 
and never forget 
To further educational activities which use the lessons of the past as warnings for the present and the future 

COST 
Cost to the applicant is $3,000, which includes: 

 round-trip travel from Newark Airport,  
 trips to historic sites associated with the history of the Holocaust in Germany, the Czech Republic, and Poland, 
 outstanding hotel accommodations (2 to a room) in all locations, 
 2 meals daily. 

NOTE: The $3,000 program fee is supplemented by the American Gathering of Jewish Holocaust Survivors and other 
supporting organizations.  

APPLICATION 

An electronic application for the 2015 program is available online at www.hajrtp.org.  Applications must be submitted 
electronically. 
Applications will be evaluated by a committee as they are received and spaces are filled on a rolling basis—so applying 
early is to your advantage. All applications must reach our office no later than Friday, March 20, 2015. 
 
CONTACT INFORMATION 

Holocaust and Jewish Resistance Teachers' Program 
c/o The American Gathering 
122 W. 30th St., Suite 304A  
New York, NY 10001  
Phone: 212 239-4230 
 

This program is supported by the Conference on Jewish Material Claims Against Germany (“The Claims Conference”)  
and is sponsored by the American Gathering of Jewish Holocaust Survivors and Their Descendants  

and the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum. 
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2015 Holocaust & Jewish Resistance Teachers' Program 

July 1-July 14, 2015 
A Summer Study Program in Poland and Germany 

for Secondary and Pre-Service Educators 
APPLICATION 

An electronic application for the 2015 prTexgram is available online at www.hajrtp.org.  
Applications must be submitted electronically. 
Applications will be evaluated by a committee as they are received and spaces are filled on a rolling 
basis—so applying early is to your advantage. All applications must reach our office no later than 
Friday, March 20, 2015. 
 
CONTACT INFORMATION 

Holocaust and Jewish Resistance Teachers' Program 
c/o The American Gathering 
122 W. 30th St., Suite 304A  
New York, NY 10001  
Phone: 212 239-4230 

 

July 2015: HAJRTP Itinerary (Tentative) 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

1 
 
Orientation 
Newark Airport 
Hotel 

2 
 
Orientation 
Fly to 
Frankfurt 

3 
Fly to 
Hannover 
Maritim 
Hotel 
Airport 
 

4 
Bergen 
Belsen: All 
day seminar 
and tour 
Travel to 
Berlin 
 
Marriott/ 
Hilton? 
 
 

5 
Bus Tour: Berlin 
Olympic 
Stadium 
Track 17 
Wannsee Villa 
Memorial to 
the Murdered 
Jews 
Group meeting 
 

6 
Sachsenhausen 
Berlin: 
Topography of 
Terror 
Book Burning 
Memorial 
Group Meeting 
 

7 
 
Travel to 
Krakow 
(train to 
Krakow??) 
 
 
 
Radisson 
Blu  

8 
Jewish Krakow 
Museum of 
Wartime 
Krakow 
Galicia Museum 
 
 

9 
 
Auschwitz-
Birkenau 
 
Group 
Meeting 

10 
 
Belzec 
Drive to 
Lublin 
Group 
Meeting 
 
Grand 
Lublinianka 

11 
Majdanek 
 
Drive to 
Warsaw 
 
 
 
 Bristol 

12 
Warsaw: 
Museum of 
History of 
Polish Jews 
Ghetto walk 
 
Group Meeting 

13 
 
Treblinka 
 
 
Last night 
dinner and 

14 
 
Fly home: 
Newark 
 

15 
 
 
 

16 
 
 
 

17 
 
 
 

18 
 
 
 

 

http://www.hajrtp.org/
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